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Synopsis

Blue at the Mizzen (novel #20) ended with Jack Aubrey getting the news, in Chile, of his elevation to
flag rank: Rear Admiral of the Blue Squadron, with orders to sail to the South Africa station. The
next novel, unfinished and untitled at the time of the author’s death, would have been the chronicle
of that mission, and much else besides. The three chapters left on O’Brian’s desk are presented
here both in printed version-including his corrections to the typescript-and a facsimile of his
manuscript, which goes several pages beyond the end of the typescript to include a duel between
Stephen Maturin and an impertinent officer who is courting his fiancee. Of course we would rather
have had the whole story; instead we have this proof that O’Brian’s powers of observation, his

humor, and his understanding of his characters were undiminished to the end..
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Customer Reviews

""[Narrator Patrick Tull’'s] memorable rendition of the ultimate battle between the gun ships is almost

by itself worth the price of this masterful recording."
Well read ,and a cracking good story,historically correct in all details
As an O’Brian fan, I'm extremely sad to see the Aubrey/Maturin series end, but what better way to

end than in mid sentence. | can picture Patrick O’Brian finishing his daily writing, the writer at his

task, and then just stopping. A great craftsman and artist to the finish.The book itself is every bit as



good as his others: nuanced, erudite, intelligent, artful, with extremely well drawn characters and
situations. | got the audio book version and the reader, Patrick Tull, is one of the best ever.21 is truly

great and a fitting end to the series and to a life of writing.

Great book series ... Good quality ... | have all 21 audio books ... Have listened to the whole series

twice over the last decade ... And will do it again.

| listened to the audio of all 21 of these books in order one after the other for many, many weeks.
I’'m not a sailor in any way, but | loved these books and loved these characters so much. | was sad
to read the last one and sad that O’brian had to go. | don’t think I've enjoyed a book series so much

as these.

This was a gift. Very well received.

What a great series. And the reader too. We have the whole set, which is now going out of "print"
and hard to get. Get yours while you can!!
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